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resident of Massachusetts and provided re-
markable contributions to the biotechnology in-
dustry with his exemplary leadership, insight,
and dedication.

Mr. Speaker, | would like to reiterate that
the Biotechnology Innovation Organization’s
commitment to supporting the growing bio-
technology industry in our nation has pro-
moted a vast degree of innovation, helped to
build a more robust economy, and benefitted
a near countless number of patients around
the globe. On behalf of the Massachusetts
Congressional Delegation, | wish BIO all the
best and much continued prosperity.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE LESS
CANCER “‘SPLIT THE MITT” BIKE
RIDE IN MICHIGAN

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Less Cancer, founded by Michi-
gander Bill Couzens, to help remediate the
alarming increases of cancer diagnosis and
raise awareness about cancer risk reduction
and prevention strategies. Less Cancer facili-
tates continuing education for physicians,
nurses and public health professionals to high-
light the 50 percent of cancers that are pre-
ventable, and how to best educate patients on
specific contaminants, pollution sources, and
healthy lifestyle choices. Less Cancer also
founded National Cancer Prevention Day, the
National Cancer Prevention Workshop and fa-
cilitates the U.S. Congressional Cancer Pre-
vention Caucus.

On June 23 and 24, cyclists from all over
the country will team up for the Less Cancer
“Split the Mitt” Bike Ride, an epic two-day
238-mile charity ride through the heart of
Michigan. The Less Cancer cycling tradition
started in 2012 when Suzi Tobias rode to
Mackinac City to honor her friend Aileen
O’Brien who lost the battle with cancer. This
year’s cyclists will travel from Flint to Traverse
City and conclude their overnight ride with a
Cancer Prevention and Survivors’ Picnic at the
Cowell Family Cancer Center in Traverse City,
Michigan.

The yearly ride could not happen without
the many cyclists that participate year after
year including Tom Petzold, Brian Dooms,
Dave Toutant, Tricia Petzold, Ed Shumaker,
Lars Perkins, Jeanne Petzold, and Andrew
Bowman. Tireless volunteers include Melanie
Awe, Sue Coughlin, Steve Theil, John
Kretzschmar, Miles O'Brien and Ted Shaw
along with support from the Less Cancer
Board of Directors and Board Chair Donna
Eacho.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in honoring Less Cancer’s tireless efforts to
highlight cancer prevention strategies, and
wish them luck in their yearly bike ride. Non-
profits like Less Cancer are a huge form of
support for cancer survivors, their families,
and future generations of cancer-free Ameri-
cans.
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IN MEMORY OF COL. PETE SERCER

HON. JOE WILSON

OF SOUTH CAROLINA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, last week South Carolinians were grateful
to provide tribute to Col. Pete Sercer who was
properly recognized as an American Patriot
devoted to inspiring young people for military
service at Irmo High School. The following
thoughtful obituary is provided by Dunbar Fu-
neral Home:

CoL. PETER EDWARD SERCER, SR., COLUM-
BIA.—Memorial Service for Col. Peter Ed-
ward Sercer, Sr., (USAF, Retired), will be
conducted at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, June 8,
2018, at St. Mary’s Episcopal Church with
burial in the church’s adjoining Memorial
Garden. The Rev. Jill Biemdiek will offi-
ciate. A reception will follow in the church’s
Parish Hall. Peter Edward ‘‘Eddie’”’ Sercer,
Sr., 81, peacefully passed away on June 3,
2018, surrounded by love. He is survived by
his loving wife, Lesley W. Sercer; sons, Peter
E. Sercer, Jr. and Paul L. Sercer. He is also
survived by his sister, Frances Smoak, and
numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins. Pete
was predeceased by his parents, Peter E.
Sercer and Marie Blaze Sercer, as well as his
siblings, Helen Ross, John Sercer, Richard
Sercer, Teresa Sercer, Jesse Shirah, and
Caroline Croft. Born on October 19, 1936, in
Columbia, South Carolina, Pete graduated
from Columbia High School. He earned a
Bachelor of Arts in Business from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, immediately join-
ing the United States Air Force. After serv-
ing over 26 years in the Air Force, Pete be-
came the Director of the Irmo High School
Air Force JROTC program for 22 years. In
addition to his education at the University
of South Carolina, Pete earned a Master of
Business Administration and Doctor of Edu-
cation. Community service was an integral
part of Pete’s life. He served as a Commis-
sioner of Midlands Technical College for over
26 years and was named Commissioner emer-
itus. He was active in the Association of
Community College Trustees in many capac-
ities, culminating in his serving as National
Chairman of the organization in 2010-2011.
Pete was a founding member of St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church and served on the vestry,
building committee, and rector search com-
mittee many times. Active in the St. An-
drews Rotary Club, Pete served as Club
President and Assistant District Governor
and was a Rotary Benefactor, 10-Star Rotar-
ian, and multiple Paul Harris Fellow. He was
a strong supporter of the University of South
Carolina Gamecocks, volunteering as a
Gamecock Ambassador and Press Box Assist-
ant during football games for many years.
During his military career, Pete was award-
ed the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star Medal,
and other decorations. In 2006, he was award-
ed the Order of the Palmetto in recognition
of extraordinary achievements and service to
the State and Nation. He was instrumental
in the creation of the Irmo High School ‘‘Cel-
ebrate Freedom Gardens and Courtyard,”
dedicated in his honor. Pete Sercer was a
good man, a kind man. He never spoke ill of
anyone. He was a happy man, an optimistic
man, and always had a smile on his face.
Pete will be greatly missed, but the memo-
ries of the tremendous joy he brought to our
lives will always make us smile. The family
would like to thank the caring and compas-
sionate staff of Palmetto Health Parkridge
and McLeod Home Care. To honor Pete’s life,
memorials may be made to the Midlands
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Technical College Foundation or St. Mary’s
Episcopal Church.

THAD WARD

HON. FRANCIS ROONEY

OF FLORIDA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Mr. FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida. Mr.
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate Thad
Ward on his recent selection by the Boston
Red Sox organization in the 2018 MLB draft.
Ward, a right-handed pitcher, was selected in
the fifth round with the 160th pick.

Ward’s high school career was one to be re-
membered. He was honored as the 2015
News-Press Player of the Year as a pitcher at
Bishop Verot High School. During his college
career at the University of Central Florida,
Ward pitched in 22 games this past season
and compiled a 5—4 record with a 3.27 ERA
over 63.5 innings.

| would like to congratulate Ward for taking
the first step into realm of professional base-
ball. His hard work and dedication are paying
off, and | look forward to hearing about his
successes in the future.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. GARRET GRAVES

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Mr. GRAVES of Louisiana. Mr. Speaker, in
service to my constituents in Louisiana, | was
meeting with Department of Housing and
Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson
during the vote series on June 13th. This
meeting centered on HUD’s administration of
the $1.2 Billion appropriation for flood projects
in Louisiana, as well as RESTORE programs
and general flood recovery in the state. Had |
been present, | would have voted Yes on both
Roll Call 263 and Roll Call 264.

———

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY
OF MRS. EVA LOUIS “TEE EVA”
PERRY

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
honor the life and legacy of Mrs. Eva Louis
“Tee Eva” Perry, the founder of Tee-Eva’s
Old-Fashioned Pies and Pralines, who died on
June 7, 2018 at the age of 83.

Mrs. Eva Louis “Tee Eva” Perry was born
on the Glendale Plantation of Colonie, Lou-
isiana and grew up in the Magnolia housing
project on Washington Avenue. Tee Eva, short
for “Aunt Eva,” was the name coined by na-
tives of New Orleans. Her voyage to become
the “New Orleans Queen of Pralines” began
in 1980 when she became an entrepreneur by
sharing her grandmother’s family recipes with
the world.

Mrs. Perry left New Orleans in the early
1980s and spent seven years in Los Angeles,
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California, where she taught cooking classes
and catered private events for political figures
and celebrities such as Governor of California
Jerry Brown, Phyllis Diller, Sugar Ray Robin-
son, Mr. T and Zsa Zsa Gabor. In 1987, right
after an earthquake, Mrs. Perry decided to
leave California and returned to New Orleans,
where she rented a small kitchen located in
Mid-City to make her pies and pralines to sell
to local restaurants and businesses. Mrs.
Perry became a walking vendor of pies and
pralines. She was a frequent visitor at City
Hall, where staff would chase her down to buy
her baked goods.

Mrs. Perry grew that business into a full res-
taurant on Freret Street in 1991. She ulti-
mately found a permanent home for her much
sought-after cooking on historic Magazine
Street near Napoleon Avenue in 1994. The
shop moved up Magazine Street in 2009 to
the corner of Dufossat Street, where the Tee-
Eva’s shop has remained for over 15 years.
From the walk-up window she sold not only
baked goods, but also jambalaya, red beans
and snowballs.

Mrs. Antoinette K-Doe, the wife of the leg-
endary singer Mr. Ernie K-Doe, was Mrs.
Perry third cousin. The two women formed the
Paradise Ladies, who always dressed in
matching outfits, served as Ernie K-Doe’s
backup singers. After Ernie K-Doe died in
2001, his wife looked for ways to keep his
name alive. In 2003, one of her ideas was to
revive the baby dolls, a Carnival tradition dat-
ing to the early 20th century where African-
American women dressed in short skirt and
bloomers. Antoinette K-Doe enlisted Mrs.
Perry and Geannie Thomas to help lead a
group dubbed the Ernie K-Doe Baby Dolls.

The Ernie K-Doe Baby Dolls continued to
gather each year at Carnival, and make spe-
cial appearances at concerts and cultural
events, until Antoinette K-Doe died in 2009.

Mrs. Perry cooking has been featured in
countless magazines such as Elle, Home and
Garden, Sherman’s Travel, Country Living,
and Williams-Sonoma. Mrs. Perry also be-
came a television regular via the nationally-
syndicated Food Network program “Road
Tasted” with Jamie and Bobby Dean, as well
as Anthony Bourdain’s cooking show on the
Travel Channel. Tee Eva retired in 2000,
passing all of her Creole family recipes to her
granddaughter, Keonna Thornton, who to this
day fully owns and operates the business.

Mrs. Perry lived an extraordinary life that
cannot be categorized. Her legacy will forever
be a part of the city of New Orleans and her
dedication to community embodies the spirit of
the city. We cannot match the sacrifices made
by Mrs. Perry, but surely we can try to match
her sense of service. We cannot match her
courage, but we can strive to match her devo-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, | celebrate the life and legacy
of Mrs. Eva Louis “Tee Eva” Perry.

———

RECOGNIZING RAYMOND ‘‘CHIP”’
LYNCH OF NASSAU, NEW YORK

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, it is with great re-
spect and admiration that | rise today to rec-
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ognize the prestigious achievements of Mr.
Raymond “Chip” Lynch for being named by
the Chandler-Young Veterans Association as
the recipient of the President's Award. This
designation is reserved for those special indi-
viduals who have dedicated themselves to
their community, country, and fellow veterans.

Chip is a man of great loyalty and selfless-
ness who bravely served our country in the
Dominican Republic and in Vietham War as a
member of the United States Army. During his
tour in Vietnam, he sustained a severe leg in-
jury while engaged in combat, which led to
many months of hospitalization and therapy.
When he was offered medical discharge, he
declined it because his calling to serve “in
country” was stronger. Despite facing some
adversity, his determination and patriotism
prevailed, and he returned to Vietnam.

Chip has received numerous awards and
decorations, including three Bronze Stars,
three Purple Hearts, and two Army Com-
mendations for Heroism. Although he finished
his tour and received an honorable discharge
in the early 1970’s, Chip’s service to our na-
tion has never stopped. For decades, he has
been a passionate advocate for veterans
throughout Rensselaer County, even saving
his local Veterans Post from closure.

The President’s Award is a true testament
to Chip’s continued legacy of patriotism and
steadfast commitment to improving the lives of
veterans. | can think of no one more deserving
of this honor. Mr. Speaker, | ask that my col-
leagues join me in congratulating Chip on re-
ceiving this award. His lifetime of hard work
and dedicated service to the United States is
inspirational, and | am grateful for his contribu-
tions to New York State.

HONORING RICHARD SWIERAT
HON. NITA M. LOWEY

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Mrs. LOWEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor
my constituent, Richard P. Swierat. After 35
years of service, Mr. Swierat will retire from
his position as Executive Director of The Arc
of Westchester, based in Hawthorne, New
York, on Friday, June 15, 2018.

Mr. Swierat’ s career began at a time when
people with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities (I/DD) experienced widespread mis-
treatment. Throughout his time at the Arc of
Westchester. Mr. Swierat has tirelessly dedi-
cated himself towards fighting injustice in
order to shed light on the promise and poten-
tial of the I/DD community.

Under Mr. Swierat’s leadership, The Arc of
Westchester has been on the vanguard of nu-
merous improvements for people with 1IDD liv-
ing in Westchester County. Preschoolers with
IIDD, who once were confined to self-con-
tained classrooms, now learn in inclusionary
settings, and adults with [IDD can now seek
paid community-based employment instead of
sheltered workshops. Mr. Swierat has influ-
enced members of the community, in both
government and business, and has been crit-
ical to helping countless individuals with /DD
live, work, and prosper in the communities that
they have always called home.

Mr. Swierat is a member of the Board of Di-
rectors of the Business Council of West-
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chester, sits on many state and national
boards related to the field of developmental
disabilities and is an adjunct professor at
Western Connecticut State University’s Ancell
School of Business. He received an Honorary
Doctorate of Humane Letters at Mercy Col-
lege’s 2018 Commencement Ceremony in
May for collaborating with the College to make
technology available to support people with
learning and cognitive delays.

Mr. Speaker, | urge my fellow Members of
Congress to join me in expressing thanks to
Mr. Swierat for his 35 years of outstanding
service, commitment and energy to the Arc
Movement and to people with disabilities ev-
erywhere.

UPON THE OCCASION OF THE RE-
TIREMENT OF KEVIN MILLER,
CITY MANAGER, FOSTER CITY

HON. JACKIE SPEIER

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, June 15, 2018

Ms. SPEIER. Mr. Speaker, | rise to recog-
nize Kevin Miller as he retires from his posi-
tion as City Manager of Foster City. Mr. Miller
has served as a city employee for a total of 33
years. He began in the Parks and Recreation
Department and, for 23 years, was Director of
that department. For the past three years, he’s
been City Manager. Throughout this time,
Kevin Miller has been an outstanding example
of candor and thoughtfulness in public service.

Foster City is a community of 34,000 people
located on the shores of San Francisco Bay.
It is a jewel, with waterways throughout and a
culture of physical fitness and activity that
would make an Olympic athlete feel at home
just going to the local Starbucks. Residents
can be found jogging along the levee in the
pre-dawn hours, swimming at Gull Park on a
Saturday morning, and playing at the assorted
soccer, tennis, and baseball facilities through-
out the year. The city’s website lists 5 parks
in a community of 20 square miles. The only
thing missing from this exciting community is
a bobsled track-Foster City lacks even a mole-
hill, let alone any genuine inclined land.

Former Parks and Recreation Director Kevin
Miller, backed by countless active citizens and
city council members, is a key reason that this
city pulses with athletic joy and energy. He led
the charge to create these facilities and to nur-
ture them over decades. He envisioned public
places where families could relax or explore or
yell and shout. He found land where geese
can roam and where rabbits still chew the
grass in the early morning. When the Fourth
of July fireworks soar over the city’s water-
ways, its residents ply the lagoons and canals
in tiny boats. Kevin Miller is a decades-long
leader in the creation of opportunities for
healthy celebration, adventure, and play.

A few years back, a longtime City Manager
retired and the City Council naturally selected
Mr. Miller as the successor. It was an easy se-
lection for a challenging time. The Foster City
levee had just lost its accreditation by FEMA,
and suddenly the person at the tip of the orga-
nizational spear was forced to confront a
project that eventually penciled out to $90 mil-
lion. In the past few weeks, the voters con-
firmed the judgment of the city council, Kevin
and other leaders on his team when 80 per-
cent chose to fix the levee. Protecting lives
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